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Report for Community of Practice – 19th March 2020 



 
Attendance 
 
All DFV specialists within FACC and IFSS were invited to express their interest in the Peer support 
group and at the time of the session, 17 practitioners had put their name forward. 9 Practitioners 
accepted the invitation and 6 participants were able to attend on the day. Due to decreases in 
staffing (as a result of the Covid 19 situation), there were 4 apologies on the morning of the COP 
from Practitioners who were unable to participate. 
 
Facilitator:  Liz Boardman, Communities of Practice Project Officer, (QCDFVR) 
 
Background: Preparation for the Meeting 
 
Following on from discussion in the previous Peer Support CoP session, it was decided to structure 
this next session focused around the primary concern for DFV specialists within IFS/FACC: 
engaging fathers who use violence. 
CoP project officer Liz Boardman consulted with Dr Brian Sullivan and Mr Mark Walters from within 
QCDFVR who are both experienced practitioners and academics within the Men’s behavior change 
sector. From this consultation, an agenda was developed offering a broad structure and some 
content to illicit participation for the peer support session including a case study in which to anchor 
discussion.  
 

 
 
Supporting documentation was sourced including Perpetrator Accountability in Child Protection 
Practice Paper (a resource from Western Australia Department of Child Protection). Appendix 1 of 
this document (Indicators of Engagement Tool) was distributed to interested parties with the Agenda 
with an invitation to add items to the agenda that participants may have felt would be relevant. 
 
Meeting Overview 
 
Presentation  
 
After an Acknowledgement of Country and a mindfulness exercise, the group had a brief discussion 
about the current climate in which we all find ourselves.  

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/Perpetrator%20Accountability%20in%20Child%20Protection%20Practice.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/Perpetrator%20Accountability%20in%20Child%20Protection%20Practice.pdf


Some of the participants spoke about plans to move to remote connections with their clients where 
possible. There was some discussion as well around increased time of risk for victims of DFV who 
may use school or work etc (their own or their partner’s) as a safe space or a time of respite from 
the violence. It was also mentioned that financial stresses and job loss will also increase risk to 
families experiencing DFV. There was general consensus that DFV specialist’s workload would 
increase from now on due to practitioner’s illness and increase demand for support. 
 
Discussion then turned to the topic of the session following the Framework set out by David Adams  
Model of Peptertor Change: See it, Own it, Do Something about it. 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

The group was then directed back to their Practice Principles to ensure work is grounded in the three key 

areas of focus. 

Participants were very engaged in the process and shared their current approaches with each other. It was 

noted that time can be a factor when working with perpetrators and often the rapport building needed to 

engage can be delicate and time-consuming work, let alone any hope in beginning the shift of behaviours 

or attitudes.  

 
Next Meeting date  
 
The next session will be scheduled for Thursday April 23rd at 10am. In this session we will look at 
Risk Assessment tools and interpretations of Risk Assessments. A request was made to members 
of the CoP to collate their risk assessment tools for DFV and if possible, provide a copy through to 
the CoP Project officer to collate for the next session. 
 
 


