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Overview

• Identifying current and international trends and                                                   
effective practice in police DFV training

• Part of a larger project funded by QPS to evaluate and provide 
recommendations for improving police training in DFV
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Recommendation 138 of Not Now, Not Ever report:
“The Queensland Police Service facilitates an external audit and review of training packages currently 
available to officers, with a view to assessing the appropriateness and frequency of compulsory 
professional development opportunities relevant to domestic and family violence. Components for 
enhancement of officers’ conceptual understanding of dynamics of domestic and family violence, 
communication skills, as well as cultural awareness and sensitive[ities] should be assessed.”
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• Dual roles - first responders/‘crime fighters’ & social service capacity
• Many competing demands on officers’ time

Important considerations



Literature scoping – national and international

• Journal articles and books regarding DFV and police 
training 

• Government and other evaluations of training and/or police 
performance

• Police codes of practice
• Suggested practice guidelines for police



Police training needs



Key areas

Dynamics of DFV

Strangulation

Internal culture and attitudes

Understanding traumatic 
brain injury and victim 
behaviourAddressing sexual assault –

seen as a separate issue from 
DFV



Communication

DFV specific communication skills

Engaging with ATSI and CALD 
communities

Provision of interpreters

Interacting with vulnerable groups



Risk and referral

Conducting risk 
assessments

Referral 
sources

Integration of 
services



‘Dynamics’ of DFV
What does it really mean?

https://www.google.com/search?site=&tbm=isch&source=hp&biw=1920&bih=950&q=domestic+violence&oq=domestic+violence&gs_l=img.3..0l10.1805.3653.0.3969.17.7.0.4.4.0.389.666.2-
1j1.2.0....0...1ac.1.64.img..11.6.685._45_tHOmOTs#tbm=isch&q=dynamics+domestic+violence

https://www.google.com/search?site=&tbm=isch&source=hp&biw=1920&bih=950&q=domestic+violence&oq=domestic+violence&gs_l=img.3..0l10.1805.3653.0.3969.17.7.0.4.4.0.389.666.2-1j1.2.0....0...1ac.1.64.img..11.6.685._45_tHOmOTs%23tbm=isch&q=dynamics+domestic+violence


Definition of ‘dynamics’

1. the motivating or driving forces, physical or moral, in any field. 

2. the pattern or history of growth, change, and development in 
any field. 



Different 
forms of 

DFV

Dynamics 
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Power and 
control

Victim’s 
feelings 

and 
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Gendered 
crime

Pattern of 
offending

Perpetrator 
manipulation
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dynamics

Relationship 
dynamics

Gendered 
dynamics Family 

dynamics

Dynamic 
patterns

System 
dynamics
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