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I’m going to tell you three things that are not 
#alternative facts
• Two examples of where we struggle
• Why we need interpretive labor/labour
• Why applied research matters



INCITE! changed the conversation



Interpretive Labor

• Imaginatively identify with an/Other
• Sympathetically identify with an/Other
• Power
• Inequality

• Emphasis on labor
• Who has to work to understand, and who doesn’t



Threats 
Public-private partnerships
• Cutting costs, shifting burdens, growing problems
• Shareholders over citizens/profit motive
Inequality
Consolidation of wealth
Legitimization of racism and misogyny 



What does applied research look like
• Content
• Interdisciplinary and holistic
• Relationships
• Public engagement
• Publishing
• Activism
• Facts forward
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